
Will Trojan Fir work for you? 
by Tom Leege 
 
The Trojan fir is a special tree to me.  I first became acquainted with it in the mid-1990's when 

our Inland Empire Christmas Tree Association initiated a project to evaluate 31 different species 

of true firs (Abies spp.) as Christmas trees in northern Idaho and western Washington.  My wife 

and I reported the findings from this study in Christmas Tree Magazine, spring 2008, pp. 7-11.  

Trojan fir was one of our favorites in the study because of its beautiful needles, uniform shape, 

strong branches, and excellent survival and growth on 2 of our 3 study areas.  The uniformity of 

growth among all the seedlings was especially impressive (photo 1).  We have not yet observed 

any problems with disease or insects.  

 

One of our 3 study areas, the one furthest north in Idaho, frequently has very cold temperatures 

late into the spring.  Since Trojan fir breaks bud a little earlier than some species, it experienced 

a lot of frost damage on that site.  It didn't kill the trees but it did affect their shape and growth 

rate.  Trojan fir is rated as a zone 5 species and unless your farm is especially susceptible to late 

spring frost, spring dieback shouldn't be a serious problem. 

 

We were so impressed with the success of this species in our study that we made another 

planting of about 100 plug seedlings on our farm in 2006.  Survival was excellent the first 

summer but that winter they were eaten off to almost ground level by deer. That was my first 

clue that this might be a problem as deer never bothered the seedlings in the study areas when 

planted out in 1997--and to this day.  And these new seedlings were only planted about 50 yards 

from the original study plants.  All the seedlings survived the browsing and now, 3 years later,  

are starting to regain their normal shape and growth.  Interestingly enough, they haven't been 

browsed on again.  My only theory is that seedlings are usually packed full of nutrients when 

they come from the nursery where they are heavily fertilized, and that causes increased 

palatability.   My original study seedlings were plug+2 and might not have received as much 

fertilization in the transplant bed. 

 

The Trojan fir is native to a relatively small area near Mt. Ida in Turkey.  It has not been widely 

used around the world for any purpose, possibly because of its very limited natural distribution.  

However, seed is sometimes available from F.W.Schumacher (where we obtained the seed for 

our study),  Lawyer's Nursery,  and Sheffield's Seed Co.  Seedlings can be purchased from 

University of Idaho Forest Nursery,  Treehaven Evergreen Nursery, and possibly others. 

 

Trojan fir is usually considered a separate species with the scientific name Abies equi-trojani.  

However, you can also find it referred to as a subspecies of Nordmann fir, Turkish fir and Greek 

fir, since they share some similar characteristics. Recent information from Conifers of the 

World, 2009, suggests that the Trojan fir may actually be a natural cross between Nordmann fir 

and Greek fir.  However, since neither species is immediately adjacent to the home range of the 

Trojan fir now, it must have occurred some time ago. 

 

I urge you to obtain a few of these seedlings and try them on your farm.  You might be 

pleasantly surprised. 

 



 
Two rows of Trojan fir 5 growing seasons after planting as  

plug+2 seedlings 
 


